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that preachegChrlsnanny *Give: it}

OESUR i ATierica as a college student in- 1917

; w'l‘ownsend had travelédto Central.

“and-found that .many small- tribes
X spoke languages other than theirna-
tion’s” official language: - He- then;

‘sionaries — accuse the organization.

~ some- U vemment-‘v'money"to
work with, ¢l desto govergments 3

_of the’ '\mﬂ‘chor!d nations where 1: ]
as31million ayear budgetand: 4000—4
workers-in 36 countries. LeCit.bring
literaey==s and -azhealthy idose~of
westem‘culmre--to remotalndxan.

’n-ibes'Whar';!d‘you‘g!t? 2iisiaa T on]

Yau!get the Wycliffe Bible Tran=2 —ggfgp the Bibleinto éven theost ab-;

“Sumifier. Institute of Linguistics:and: :scnre-language ""‘"'“"“

sIators*and ‘its: two . affiliates, i thes]

theJingle“Air and Radio Servicei
- Bt some "people, asking: thesame:
-‘questions, Come: up with-a dxfferont
. answer. — the’American-CIA. ", ...
" Thé-charge that Wyc‘lﬁ'fe is a:GlA. | CIA
«_-fmnthas been'made — and strongiy
denied - before. but never-asd:av
'matically as in’ Columbia, where ‘a3
band of guerﬂlas kidnapped a-Wyc: |
- liffe worker.:zs-yearold Chester:A=~
‘Bitterman 1T '0nr’Jan. 19 and threat: &

5.

-ened to kill him if his organization+ “_grapmcany" and cnlturally from the |
3.- rest of theiz country. o

'dxd.not leave thecountryby Feb-19:.,
- “'The guerillas, who have since ex::}
tended the’deadlme said the-insti#
tute was«*a' mask of the: 'ClA:*tor|
establish amilitary espionage opera-| .
tionmasewell-as the search. and.ex-;
ploxtanon of our natural resources:®=| »
o Bme;man-and his.. wife:; began. 1
wotk inColumbia in.
small daughters e zve there thh-
mem.r. A o .«' i3 nrmy
+ o> Wycliffe is telxing hovemment‘
_.efforts:to_win ' Bitterman's- release.
buﬁxt wilt not,lez}ve Coluinbia, )vhex&é*
"it has operated for,19'years, accord:
ing~ to spokesqgoman‘Beﬁx. Blair. 33,
i ‘Wedon't wanttoleavethepeople;
were rying toserve,,shesai *And;
-to.y;eld liere Would jeopardize'other
~people in-all our ather couiitriés and |
Lpeoplem otherorganizations-We al:
S0 Teel we  be faithfol to the-
-Lord in_ this an not.runscared..,,
. Wycliffe}! s.,'hondenommanonal
nonecclesiasncal ,evangelxcél orga-
‘nization,-i$ based,in.Huntington.
- “Beach, Cam’.ltwasmimed afterJohn
;- Wycliffe, a:14th Century Enghsh Bi-
-bletranslator!Theé orgahization was.
‘founded in- 19.}1 by _W.. Ca eron
_Townsend..who;sat 84 stillrdngic
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spent 12 years reducing the. spoken
. language of the Cakchiquwl Tribe of’} .
-Guatemala to a written language, fic,

T Townsend. was' com;nmed 1o the
“biblical notion that Christ called for .

='guages and is working on 650 miore:

i

K Insntute ‘of Li'ngmsncs which does

10 completefxtsjwork Blair;said.

-'vplewant it; providing-a bridge to the-

:!Award preséiited by UNESCO forits:

nallyrproducmg a. New Testaﬂent
“trapslation.§ .. SESEE L

evem person on-Earth~to:hear the.
¢l and fdiinded Wycliffe to tran-

catalogued 5,103 languages ‘some of‘
‘them spoken by-fewer than 100 peo-
ple.~It has produced Biblesin 800 lan-|

translations. Wycliffe has produced:
;“the*first “written™form ‘of many of
m languages : - :

vi*We're . alphabet makers, - saxd'
lair, who said: ‘most of the people:
Wychffe serves;are’ “isolated geo-

A typxca} team frome the Summar ‘

_ tHe actual-field work,-isa;married
couple or two single women wholive.
anh .any . indigenous *language
g:roup :(S5ome- object-to» the label
;{tribe”) for.the 1520 yeafs it takes.

.‘:_

5 She said the team producespnm- :
ers and other-educational materials;
‘a dictionary <—sometimes, if the peo-:

national language —and &,New Tes-w
ment translation:iz = =

Last year, ‘the Institute won the In-
ternational */Reading '*-Association.

“work in Papua New Guinea. The in-:.
‘stitute-has  begun_a major -literacy,
project in the Stidan, with a $1.4 mil-
lion grant: from the, US Agency for
.International "Development: ;provid-1

'mg-27 peércent-of the eost.i.}s: )
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-of “cultural. fmpenahsn "-under: )
“‘mining the baSic. cultures of “the’

- ‘gringo” image -

_wnttenslangnage an-»paper pre-
.serves a chlture.” ;.

.$aid; and-remote- tribal cultnres are-
»changed by- their: contact: with: the-
‘| -outside world. Wycliffe’s work helps
" them. .cope with_that- contact and
. change,’she s saxd s

_-m‘She said Wychffe does not prosely-
“tize, ‘but simply- pr°sents ‘the New:
. Testament ~and * offers: people a’
41 choice..Wade Coggins.-director of
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Wyclefes critics — ‘including a:
national association”of anthropolo-
gists from  Mexico, somie - -Indian
tribes and some:nonevangehcal mis-

groups they help«“They have a very
aid zone Cathohc-
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mxsslonary S8 p i
* Blair cotnters that pnttmg an‘un<

"f‘{? g
- Culmres change all. the time ‘she--
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the 83-member Evangelical Foreign
Mission Association, says-his group’s.
members regard Wycliffe. hlghly..

Ruthann Geib, who runs the Sum-
mier Institute for Linguistics’ lxalson
office in’ Washmgton said in an in-
terview that the institute has been
asked to leave Mexico, Peru and Pa-
nama because of criticism, but that,
all three governments had later in-]
vited it backin for new pmJects after '
the institute beefed up its govern-
mennelanons effom* el T A
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